






  City of Galt General Plan – Public Review Draft                                                                                          

 

 

LU-8 July 18, 2008 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This page is intentionally left blank 



 Land Use Element – Public Review Draft                             

 

 

July 18, 2008  LU-9 

Table LU-2 
Development Intensity Standards 

Land Use 
Designation 

Minimum 
Lot Size 

Permitted 
Dwelling Units 
Per Gross Acre 

Maximum 
Non-

residential 
Floor Area 
Ratio (FAR) 

Persons 
Per 

Household2 

Assumed 
Average 

Employee 
Density3 

Primary 
Implementing  

Zoning 
Designation Min Max1 

Residential 

Rural Residential 
(RR) 

2 acres None 0.5 - 0.004 -  RR 

Residential Estates 
(RE) 

1 acre None 1.0 - 2.75 - RE 

Low-Density 
Residential (LDR) 

6,500 sf None 6.0 - 3.00 - R1A, R1B, R1C 

Medium-Density 
Residential (MDR) 

5,500 sf 5.0 8.0 - 3.00 - MR 

Medium-High 
Density Residential 
(MHDR) 

2,000 sf5 8.0 14.0 - 3.00 -  MHR 

High-Density 
Residential (HDR) 

None 14.0 24.0 - 3.25 - HR 

Mixed-Use (MU) None 5 60.0 3.0 3.25 - MU 

Nonresidential 

Commercial (C) None - - 3.0 - 550 C, HC, NC 

Office Professional 
(OP) 

None - - 2.0 - 283 OP 

Industrial (I) None - - 1.0 - 439  M, LM 

Public/Quasi-Public 
(PQ) 

None - - 1.0 - - PQ 

Parks (P) None - - 0.10 - - P, PQ 

Open Space (OS) None - - 0.10 - - OS, PQ 

1.  Maximum dwelling units per acre excludes secondary residential units. 
2.  Assumed average household size for the purposes of estimating population holding capacity.  The figures cited under each residential 
designation do not represent City policy; they simply provide the basis for correlating the permitted number of dwelling units per acre with 
the potential residents of those units. 
3.  Equals the amount of square feet per one employee. 
4.  There is no population estimate associated with Rural Residential because these uses are not anticipated to have full urban services 
provided by the City and these lands are not anticipated to be annexed to the City during this General Plan. 
5.  For condominium-type development, the minimum lot size is determined by dividing the gross acreage by the number of housing units.  
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Overall City Growth and Expansion 

The goal and policies in this section set standards for future development in Galt, 
focusing on high-quality, orderly growth to achieve desired residential, commercial, 
and employment development.  Development should occur consistent with the City’s 
ability to assimilate growth and maintain the small-town feeling and quality of life in 
Galt. 

Goal 
LU-1 

To expand the city as necessary in an orderly pattern consistent with 
economic, social, and environmental needs. (M&A) 

 
Policy LU-1.1:  Phased Development 
The City shall establish three prioritized development phases, as shown in Figure LU-
2,  to guide future growth of the city within the Planning Area as follows (City: G-4, 
M&A, and City Staff): 

a. Phase I:  Includes only the areas within the existing 2007 city limits, which 
can be adequately served by public facilities, including the City’s wastewater 
treatment plant, as shown in the Land Use Diagram (Figure LU-1).   

b. Phase II:  Includes areas outside of the existing 2007 city limits but close to 
available public services and infrastructure.  This includes land in the “notch” 
(the area generally along Simmerhorn and Boessow Roads between 
Highway 99 and Marengo Road), the eastern part of the Planning Area, the 
area north of Twin Cities Road between the Union Pacific mainline and State 
Route 99, and the proposed expansion of the existing industrial park 
between Live Oak Avenue and Spring Street.  The main purpose of this 
policy is to limit public facilities provision outside of these areas in order to 
encourage a compact urban form, limit the cost of providing public facilities, 
and provide for urban land uses to meet the needs of the projected 2030 
population.  Developers of land within Phase II will be required to obtain 
approval of a Specific Plan prior to annexation in accordance with the 
following procedures: .  Annexation of land for needed public facilities and 
services is exempt from the requirement to prepare a Specific Plan:  

1) Property owners/applicants in Phase II that are interested in 
annexation and development shall first submit a “Specific Plan 
Proposal” to the Community Development Department, with 
appropriate fees.  The Specific Plan Proposal shall consist of: 

 Executive Summary of the Proposal describing the main 
components of the plan, the guiding principles for design and 
development, and a summary of the market study and fiscal 
analysis findings noted below;  

 Logical boundaries that ensure orderly, efficient and cost-
effective extension and maintenance of necessary 
infrastructure;  

 Proposed Land Use Diagram for all of the property to be 
included; 

 Demonstrated incorporation of innovative and “smart growth 
principles” such as jobs/housing balance, alternative and 
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non-polluting modes of travel, emissions reductions, habitat 
and open space preservation, energy conservation 
measures, sustainability principles, and an adequate mix of 
economic and residential opportunities; 

 Proposed Circulation Plan for the primary arterial and 
collector streets and demonstrated pedestrian/bicycle 
circulation;  

 Study showing the market feasibility of development in the 
area, including expected absorption rate; and 

 Description of proposed financing mechanisms for provision 
of needed public facilities and services. 

2) Planning staff will review the Proposal and work with the property 
owner(s)/Applicant to address any outstanding issues.  Once the 
Proposal is accepted, the City will initiate preparation of a Specific 
Plan, to be paid for by the applicant(s).  Issues to be evaluated in a 
Specific Plan application shall include, but not be limited to,  all 
statutory requirements as well as the following: 

 Availability of land for development within the Planning Area; 

 Demonstrated feasibility of development in the proposed 
area based on the market study; 

 Implications for overall community form and relationship to 
the existing community and Downtown Galt; 

 Consistency with the General Plan or substantial justification 
for amendments thereto; 

 Incorporation of innovative and “smart growth principles” 
such as jobs/housing balance, alternative and non-polluting 
modes of travel, emissions reductions, habitat and open 
space preservation, energy conservation measures, 
sustainability principles, and an adequate mix of economic 
and residential opportunities; 

 Availability of, compatibility with, and effect on existing City 
infrastructure, including water, sewer, stormdrain, and 
wastewater treatment plant capacity;   

 Availability of, and effect on public services, including parks 
and open space, police, and fire (including LAFCO Municipal 
Services Review); 

 Sufficient and reasonable financing mechanisms to provide 
for needed public facilities and services; 

 Improved circulation patterns and provision of attractive,   
street infrastructure for all modes of travel including bicycles, 
pedestrians, wheelchairs, electric vehicles, and transit; and  
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 Sufficient detail to facilitate complete environmental review 
and analysis of General Plan consistency.  

c. Phase III:  Includes areas beyond Phase II that will require major upgrades to the 
City’s public facilities and services.  These lands are relatively far from public 
services and infrastructure.    Phase III lands, excluding land for needed public 
facilities and services (parks, schools, etc.), will also be required to provide a 
Specific Plan Proposal for development consideration in accordance with the 
procedures noted for Phase II lands.  The City shall, when deemed necessary, 
consider the appropriateness of development in the Phase III area based on the 
following considerations to be included in the Specific Plan Proposal: 

1) All requirements listed under Phase II development above (Policy 
LU-1.1(b)(2)); and 

2) Availability of land within the Phase I and Phase II development 
areas or demonstration of a unique development opportunity of 
substantial benefit to the City that would justify a reprioritization of 
phasing.   

d. Exceptions to the Specific Plan Requirement:  

1) The City may, at its discretion, waive the Specific Plan preparation 
requirement for small projects within any Phase that demonstrate a 
unique development opportunity if the City determines that a Specific 
Plan would be impractical or unnecessary for the Project. 

2) Annexation of land for needed public facilities and services is exempt 
from the requirement to prepare a Specific Plan. 

Policy LU-1.2:  Proposed Development Consistency 
The City shall review development proposals in detail for consistency with General 
Plan policies.  (City: G-23) 
 
Policy LU-1.3:  Annexation Areas 
When considering annexations and specific plans, the City should ensure that the 
boundaries of proposed annexation areas are reasonable and logical and that 
“islands or peninsulas” of land are not created. (City Staff) 
 
Policy LU-1.4:  Northern Floodplain Urban Limit 
The City shall not permit development within the Laguna Creek or Skunk Creek 100-
year FEMA floodplains. (PC) 
 
Policy LU-1.5:  Sphere of Influence (SOI) Boundaries 
The City shall submit a formal application for an adjustment to the current (2007) 
sphere of influence boundary.  This application may also include the detachment of 
land on the west side of the current (2007) Sphere of Influence between 
approximately Christensen Road and Sergeant Road/Midway Road. (City: G-5, M&A) 
 
Policy LU-1.6:  Orderly Growth 
The City shall ensure that development occurs in an orderly sequence based on the 
logical and practical extension of public facilities and services. (M&A) 
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Policy LU-1.7:  Fiscal Balance 
The City shall designate land for development consistent with the needs of the 
community and consistent with its efforts to maintain a positive fiscal balance for the 
City. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-1.8:  Infrastructure 
The City shall manage growth to keep pace with planned facilities and service 
improvements. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-1.9:  Growth in Hazard-Prone Areas 
The City should limit urban growth in areas with hazardous conditions such as 
flooding and unstable soils. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-1.10:  South Sacramento County Habitat Conservation Plan 
The City shall coordinate habitat preservation efforts with Sacramento County to 
maintain critical species habitat preservation zoning on open space north of the 
Planning Area and  within the proposed South Sacramento County Habitat 
Conservation Plan.  The City should continue to mitigate impacts on special habitats 
and endangered species in consultation with applicable Federal and State agencies 
prior to adoption of the South Sacramento County Habitat Conservation Plan. (M&A 
and PC) 
 
Policy LU-1.11:  County Island 
The City should consider annexation of the County “island” located on Lincoln Way 
south of downtown. (M&A and City Staff) 
 
Policy LU-1.12:  Fair Share Capital Costs on New Development 
The City shall require new development to pay its fair share of capital costs for 
necessary infrastructure improvements. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-1.13:  Zoning Consistency 
The City shall ensure that the Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map are consistent with 
the General Plan. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-1.14: Land Use Decision Equity 
The City shall ensure that all land use decisions are made in an equitable fashion in 
order to protect residents, visitors, and workers – regardless of age, culture, ethnicity, 
gender, race, socioeconomic status, or geographic location – from the health effects 
of water and air pollution. (PC) 
 
New Development 

The goal and policies in this section seek to require all future physical development 
projects anywhere in the City to incorporate high quality architectural, site, and 
material design.  This includes the encouragement of so-called “smart growth” 
principles and sustainable land use practices.  Because Galt is a more suburban 
community without major transit opportunities or high urban densities that are key to 
many of the smart growth principles, the City will focus primarily on encouraging a 
variety of housing types, creating mixed use developments, protecting farmland and 
open space, and developing  more efficient and multi-modal transportation options.  
The City will also strongly encourage the  use of environmentally sustainable land 
use practices including, but not limited to, energy and environmental conservation, 
use of  renewable energy sources, building orientation to maximize solar and wind 
power opportunities, minimizing permeable surfaces to reduce/treat stormwater, and 
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maximizing walking and biking connections within neighborhoods and to outside 
activity areas. 

Goal 
LU-2 

To improve community design throughout the city by requiring high quality 
site and architectural design that helps build community, encourages 
social interaction, and supports non-automotive transportation. (City Staff)

 
Policy LU-2.1:  Design for Safety  
The City shall require good design as a means to promote public safety. (City Staff) 
 
Policy LU-2.2:  Innovative Design for Planned Unit Development and Specific 
Plans  
The City should require planned unit developments and specific plans to contain 
innovative planning approaches which maximize the efficient use of parcels and 
public infrastructure.   Plans should incorporate best available practices for energy 
conservation, housing choice, multi-modal  travel, transit-oriented development, and 
sustainable environmental features for storm water quality, renewable energy 
opportunities, and landscaping practices,  (City: G-8). 
 
Policy LU-2.3:  Smart Growth Principles and Sustainable Land Use Practices 
Smart growth principles and sustainable land use practices (Low Impact 
Development) should be incorporated into development project proposals including, 
but not limited to, energy and environmental conservation, use of renewable energy 
sources, building orientation to maximize solar and wind power opportunities, 
minimizing permeable surfaces to reduce/treat stormwater, and maximizing walking 
and biking connections within neighborhoods and to outside activity areas.  Projects 
that impede or obstruct pedestrian or bicycle access in the community shall be 
prohibited.  (City Staff) 
 
Policy LU-2.4:  Site Design  
The City shall require the use of durable and aesthetically pleasing building materials 
and encourage pedestrian-oriented design with attractive open space to enhance 
living and working areas. (City Staff) 
 
Downtown 

The goal and policies in this section seek to preserve and enhance the downtown 
district (as defined by the boundary of the Downtown Revitalization and Historic 
Preservation Specific Plan) by promoting increased retail, office, government, mixed-
use, and entertainment uses.  Historic preservation and rehabilitation are also key 
components, but are covered separately in the Historic Resources Element.  

Goal 
LU-3 

To develop and maintain an economically, socially, and physically 
attractive downtown. (M&A) 

 
Policy LU-3.1:  Downtown Revitalization and Historic Preservation Specific 
Plan Design Guidelines 
The City shall continue to use the Downtown Revitalization and Historic Preservation 
Specific Plan Design Guidelines to preserve and enhance the special character of 
the area. (City: G-41) 
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Policy LU-3.2:  Downtown Revitalization  
The City shall work with downtown property/business owners and the Chamber of 
Commerce to continue downtown revitalization efforts via private property 
improvements. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-3.3:  Downtown Appearance 
The City should work jointly with downtown property and business owners to create 
and support programs that improve the appearance of downtown.  These can include 
clean-ups, active Building Code and other City Code enforcement, façade 
improvement programs, and other beautification programs. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-3.4:  Downtown Safety 
The City shall promote the overall safety in downtown through architecture and crime 
prevention design principles, greater police visibility, increased lighting, and a 
pedestrian friendly street design. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-3.5:  Community Development Block Grants 
The City should use Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) to improve and 
revitalize infill areas. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-3.6:  Social Interaction in Downtown 
The City shall encourage programs that increase social interest and interaction at 
public gathering places in Downtown, including, but not limited to: public art, walking 
tours, festivals, annual events, etc. (M&A) 
 
Residential Growth 

Galt’s future is dependent upon its ability to provide residential development 
opportunities that facilitate stable, attractive, and cohesive neighborhoods through a 
variety of housing choices and support services.  The city’s existing neighborhoods 
reflect a mix of housing types, sizes, and architectural styles.  To provide for 
projected population growth and associated economic development, the General 
Plan designates additional residential land to accommodate projected residential 
demand through 2030 in a broad mix of housing types and densities in distinctive 
neighborhoods.  

The goals and policies in this section address the overall quality and style of 
residential development.  Infill, reuse, and intensification within developed areas is 
encouraged, as long as it respects the character of the surrounding neighborhoods 
and does not result in significant negative effects.  Additional goals, policies, and 
implementation programs related to housing can be found in the Housing Element. 

Goal 
LU-4 To provide a variety and mixture of residential types. (M&A and City Staff) 

 
Policy LU-4.1:  Rural Residential Development  
The City shall designate areas within the Planning Area for rural residential uses 
without City facilities and services.  The intent is to keep these land uses generally 
consistent with the existing land pattern and the County land use designations. (City: 
G-28) 
 
Policy LU-4.2:  Residential Estate Development  
The City shall designate limited areas of the city for residential estate uses with 
limited public facilities and services. (M&A) 
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Policy LU-4.3:  Low Density Residential Development 
The City shall designate areas of the city for low density residential uses that include 
detached single family housing at suburban densities where full urban services can 
be economically provided.  (City: G-29) 
 
Policy LU-4.4:  Medium Density Residential Development 
The City shall designate limited areas of the city for medium density residential uses 
that primarily include single family homes and duplexes.  The intent of this 
designation is to identify locations for desirable medium density neighborhoods and 
protect them from incompatible uses.  (City: G-30)  
 
Policy LU-4.5:  Medium-High Density Development  
The City shall designate limited areas of the city for medium-high density residential 
uses that primarily include single family detached and attached dwellings such as 
and condominiums and townhomes.  The intent of the designation is to identify 
locations for desirable, medium-high density residential neighborhoods and to protect 
them from incompatible uses.  (City: G-31) 
 
Policy LU-4.6:  High Density Residential Development 
The City shall designate limited areas of the city for high density residential uses, 
primarily including multiple-family dwellings such as apartments.  The intent of the 
designation is to identify locations for desirable, high-density, and affordable 
residential neighborhoods and to protect them from incompatible uses.  (City: G-31)  
 
Policy LU-4.7:  Public Spaces in High Density Developments   
High density residential developments shall include sufficient open space to balance 
the developed areas of the site and are strongly encouraged to provide ancillary uses 
and services that would be appropriate to the development type.  Ancillary uses could 
include, but not be limited to, playgrounds, community centers, daycare, job training, 
and similar services on-site.  (City: G-21) 
 
Policy LU-4.8:  Mobile Home Parks 
The City should permit mobile home parks in high density housing areas having 
compatible land uses and in close proximity to circulation, transit, commercial areas, 
and adequate public services and facilities.  (City: G-20) 
 
Policy LU-4.9:  Residential Uses in Mixed Use Development 
The City shall designate limited areas of the city for mixed use development that 
provides for higher density residential uses combined with compatible uses such as 
commercial, retail, and office.  The designation will be typically located downtown and 
in other parts of the city that serve as community nodes with residential, commercial, 
and employment uses in the immediate vicinity. (PC) 
 

Goal 
LU-5 

To conserve and enhance the best qualities of existing residential 
neighborhoods as the city grows. (M&A) 

 
Policy LU-5.1:  Character of Existing Residential Neighborhoods 
The City should ensure that decisions concerning land use and development are not 
detrimental to the positive character and identity of Galt’s existing residential 
neighborhoods. (M&A) 
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Policy LU-5.2:  Infill and Reuse of Existing Neighborhoods 
The City should encourage infill and reuse in existing neighborhoods that maintain 
the character and quality of the surrounding neighborhood and do not negatively 
affect surrounding land uses. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-5.3:  Infrastructure Improvements 
The City should provide for infrastructure improvements in older neighborhoods as 
necessary to maintain good service and quality appearance. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-5.4:  Nuisance Abatement and Safety Enforcement 
The City should actively enforce City nuisance and safety ordinances for property 
and buildings that become public eyesores, present health and safety risks, and 
degrades the overall aesthetic quality of the neighborhood. (M&A and City Staff) 
 
Policy LU-5.5:  Housing Rehabilitation 
The City shall focus and prioritize rehabilitation marketing and funding efforts toward 
older housing stock in existing neighborhoods. (M&A, City Staff) 
 
Commercial,  and Mixed-Use, and Public/Quasi-Public 
Development 

The purpose of this section is to provide the policy framework necessary to 
encourage increased commercial and economic development within the city and in 
new growth areas and provides areas for public/quasi-public uses.  The policies in 
this section describe ways to maintain and revitalize existing uses as well as promote 
new commercial opportunities.  The policies are closely aligned with policies in the 
Economic Development Element to support a comprehensive effort to increase 
commercial development and sales tax revenue.  Policies on mixed-use development 
are included to provide flexibility and meet the needs of new and innovative 
commercial developments.   

Goal 
LU-6 

To designate adequate land for development of local and regional 
commercial uses that will meet the present and future needs of Galt 
residents and visitors and enhance Galt’s economic vitality and provide 
areas for necessary public/quasi-public uses. (M&A) 

 
Policy LU-6.1:  Regional Commercial Areas 
The City should designate areas of the city best suited for regional commercial uses.  
The intent is to create convenient and desirable conditions for regional retail 
customers and employees, to increase economic benefits, and to ensure separation 
of incompatible uses.  (City: G-33) 
 
Policy LU-6.2:  Mixed Use Development or Local Commercial Uses 
The City should designate areas of the city for mixed-use or for relatively small 
neighborhood and community commercial areas.  Mixed use would allow for a range 
of residential uses as well as small-scale office, retail, and service uses combined in 
the same development.  Local Commercial areas would allow for convenient, small 
scale shopping opportunities for nearby residential neighborhoods.    (City: G-37) 
 
Policy LU-6.3:  Public/Quasi-Public Designation 
The City shall designate areas of the city for public and quasi/public uses.  The intent 
of this designation is to provide areas for uses such as schools, fire stations, 
hospitals, sanitariums, libraries, museums, government offices and courts, churches, 
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meeting halls, cemeteries and mausoleums, public facilities, and similar and 
compatible uses. (City Staff) 
 
Office Professional Development 

The goal and policy in this section seeks to increase office professional development 
in Galt.  This includes designating more employment generating land uses to 
encourage economic development and employment opportunities for Galt residents. 

Goal 
LU-7 

To designate adequate land for development of local and regional office 
uses that will meet the present and future needs of Galt residents and 
visitors and enhance Galt’s economic vitality. (M&A) 

 
Policy LU-7.1:  Office Professional Development 
The City should designate areas of the city best suited for office professional uses.  
The intent of this designation is to create convenient and desirable workplaces close 
to commercial and service amenities.  This use can also provide a good transition 
between regional commercial and residential uses.  (City: G-32) 
 
Industrial Development 

The city has limited industrial and employment-based land uses, but a good regional 
location and excellent highway and freight rail access opportunities.  Expansion of 
employment opportunities and industrial uses is essential to the economic health of 
the city.  The goal and policies in this section, in conjunction with the Economic 
Development Element, provide a policy framework to encourage employment-based 
land uses and economic development within the city and new growth areas.  

Goal 
LU-8 

To encourage, facilitate, and assist the location of new light industrial 
uses, and the expansion of existing industries.  (M&A) 

 
Policy LU-8.1:  Industrial Designation 
The City should designate areas of the City best suited for industrial uses.  The intent 
of this designation is to promote opportunities for manufacturing, distribution, and 
warehousing.  These areas will create economic benefits, employment, and ensure 
separation of incompatible uses by clearly delineating concentrated areas of 
industrial use.  (City: G-34)  
 
Policy LU-8.2:  Industrial Park 
The City should require light industrial uses to locate within the existing Galt Industrial 
Park until suitable sites are no longer available.  (City: G-17 and E-5) 
 
Policy LU-8.3:  Encouraging New Industries 
The City should actively seek new industries that have minimal adverse 
environmental effects, create local jobs, and broaden the City’s revenue base.  The 
focus should be on those industries noted in the Economic Development Element of 
the General Plan.  (City: G-18) 
 
Policy LU-8.4:  Railroad Spur Lines 
The City should coordinate efforts with the Union Pacific Rail Company to permit spur 
lines to new and existing industrial uses as needed. (M&A) 
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Policy LU-8.5:  Refuse Transfer Station 
The City should coordinate efforts with the refuse service provider to locate a new 
refuse transfer station along the railroad tracks, north of Twin Cities Road. (M&A) 
 
Agriculture,  and Open Space, and Parks 

The goal and policies in this section set a policy framework for addressing agricultural 
and open space greenbelt north of the Planning Area.  The City seeks to preserve, to 
the extent feasible, existing agricultural activities in this area.  To this end, the City 
seeks to coordinate efforts with the Nature Conservancy, Elk Grove, and Sacramento 
County to create an open space buffer between the city and Elk Grove.  This section 
also sets a policy framework for parkland in the city.  

Goal 
LU-9 

To maintain and preserve agricultural and open space uses within and 
surrounding the Planning Area and promote the expansion of parkland. 
(M&A) 

 
Policy LU-9.1:  Greenbelt 
The City should participate in regional efforts to establish a permanent agriculture, 
open space, and wildlife habitat greenbelt between the northern boundary of the 
Planning Area and the City of Elk Grove. (M&A and City Staff) 
 
Policy LU-9.2:  Agricultural-Residential Uses 
The City shall strongly encourage Sacramento County to deny the subdivision of 
agricultural land near Galt for agricultural-residential uses at a minimum lot size of 
less than two acres west of the 2007 city limits and less than five acres east/north of 
the 2007 city limits. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-9.3:  Open Space Designation 
The City shall designate areas of the city for open space.  The intent of this 
designation is to provide areas for passive outdoor recreational uses, habitat 
protection, watershed management, public and quasi-public uses, areas that contain 
public health and safety hazards such as floodways, and areas containing 
environmentally-sensitive features.  (City Staff) 
 
Policy LU-9.4:  Park Designation 
The City shall designate areas of the city for parks.  The intent of this designation is 
to provide areas in the city for active and passive recreational uses, habitat 
protection, and public/quasi-public uses. (City Staff) 
 
Environmental Justice 

The City of Galt seeks to adopt public policies and make land use decisions that are 
open to public review and are equitable to the whole community.  The goal and 
policies in this section ensure that Galt will make land use and environmental 
decisions that are equitable to every resident, regardless of race, culture, and 
income.   

Goal 
LU-10 

To ensure the fair treatment of all residents, regardless of race, culture, 
and income with respect to land use and environmental decisions. (M&A) 
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Policy LU-10.1:  Environmental Justice 
The City shall ensure the fair treatment of people of all races, cultures, and incomes 
with respect to the development, adoption, implementation, and enforcement of land 
use and environmental laws, regulations, and policies.  The City shall ensure that no 
part of the community suffers disproportionately from adverse human health or 
environmental effects, and all people live in clean, healthy, and sustainable 
communities. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-10.2:  Equal Public Participation 
The City shall ensure that all community residents have an opportunity for public 
participation in the decision-making process. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-10.3:  Equitable Distribution of New Public Facilities and Services 
The City shall plan for the equitable distribution of new public facilities and services 
that increase and enhance the community’s quality of life. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-10.4:  Location of Industrial Facilities  
The City shall provide for the location of industrial facilities and uses that pose a 
significant hazard to human health and safety in a manner that seeks to avoid 
proximity to schools or residential dwellings. (M&A) 
 
General Plan Maintenance 

The effectiveness of the General Plan ultimately depends on how it is implemented 
and maintained over time. State law requires that most actions of local government 
affecting the physical environment be consistent with the general plan, and sets out 
guidelines for the plan’s monitoring, updating, and amendment. 

The goal and policies in this section ensure that the City of Galt maintains a high 
level of attention to the General Plan by providing for regular review and updating of 
the Policy Document and Existing Conditions Report and ensuring that City 
regulations and ordinances are consistent with the General Plan. 

Goal 
LU-11 

To provide for the ongoing administration and implementation of the 
General Plan. (M&A) 

 
Policy LU-11.1:  General Plan Amendments  
The City shall amend the General Plan no more than four times per year as per State 
law.  Each amendment, however, may include multiple changes (note: optional 
elements and certain amendments related to affordable housing are exempt from this 
restriction). (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-11.2:  Maintaining Planning Consistency 
The City shall review and revise other City planning documents and ordinances to 
ensure consistency with the General Plan. (M&A) 
 
Policy LU-11.3:  Providing Planning Information 
The City shall provide required public notice on planning projects and decisions and 
shall maximize public access to said information via the City’s website, library, 
newsletter, and other avenues.  (City Staff) 
 
 




